
COSHH Assessment

Corporate Safety Advice



Course Aim

This course supplements the ‘Corporate Safety 
Management Training’.

The course aim is to ensure all managers and 
colleagues have awareness of the corporate policy in 
relation to COSHH, how to undertake the assessment 
of chemicals and other substances using the correct 
corporate assessment template and what supporting 
information is required to comply with the regulations.



Course Objectives

At the end of this course you will be able to:

• Identify Legislative duties and statutory compliance.

• Understand the hazards associated with substances 
used in the workplace.

• Learn how to avoid harmful exposure to hazardous 
substances.

• Identify the most commonly used hazard labels.

• Complete the COSHH Assessment and use of the 
Manufacturers Data Sheets



The Legal Framework



The Legal Framework

• The Health & Safety at Work Etc. Act 
1974 (HSAWA)

• Control Of Substances Hazardous to 
Health 2002 (COSHH)

• Personal Protective Equipment 
Regulations 1992 (PPE)



Duties of the Employer

Ensure, in so far as is reasonably 
practicable, the health, safety and 
welfare of all employees. 

• Provide safe plant and equipment, and 
safe systems of work.

• The provision of any necessary information instruction 
training and supervision.

• The safe use, handling storage and transportation of any 
articles or substances for use at work. 

• Maintain a safe place of work with adequate 
access and egress.

HASAWA Section 2



COSHH Regulations 2002

COSHH stands for the 

Control Of Substances Hazardous to Health

COSHH Regulations require that:

• the type of hazard created by a substance is 
identified by a warning label on its container. 

• large quantities need to be stored in special 
secure containers. 

• risk assessments are completed and consulted. 



Control of Substance Hazardous to 
Health (COSHH) Regulations 2002

Managers are required to:

• Assess Risks

• Identify Precautions required

• Prevent or Control exposure

• Ensure Control Measures are used and Maintained

• Monitor Exposure

• Undertake appropriate Health Surveillance

• Inform and train employees



PPE concepts and definitions

Personal Protective Equipment

• ‘all equipment which is intended to be worn or held by a 
person at work and which protects them against one or more 
risks to their health and safety’

• NOT ordinary work clothes, weapons, or sports equipment

PPE is used as a last resort

• Only protects the wearer

• Theoretical maximum levels of 
protection are difficult to 
achieve

• PPE restricts the wearer



Exposure can take place in one of 4 ways.

Routes Of Entry?

What  4 ways can exposure take 
place and which is considered 
potentially the most dangerous?



Routes of entry

• Come in contact with the skin or via a cut or eyes (Absorption)

•Are breathed in through the nose or mouth (Inhalation)

•Enter the body by the mouth either by swallowing or contact 
with contaminated hands (Ingestion)

• Enter the body by a sharp object (injection)

Hazardous substances can also cause damage to the body 
when they:



COSHH Labelling



Hazards symbols

What Symbol would Expect to       
find on a bottle of bleach?



Hazards symbols

Chemical irritants affect the airway 
(respiratory tract and lung tissues) and can 
cause either immediate or long term damage. 

These chemicals can also irritate the eyes and skin. If there is any 
contact with the eyes, wash with plenty of water and seek medical 
advice.



Hazards symbols

What Symbol would Expect to find   
on a bottle of Rodent Killer?



Hazards symbols

A substance which if it is inhaled, ingested or 
allowed to penetrate the skin, may involve 
serious or chronic health risks and even death.



New international symbols

International symbols 
begin to replace the 
European symbols 
from 2009.



Avoid Exposure



COSHH - Hierarchy of controls

1. Prevent exposure 
• eliminate use

• substitute material

2. Control exposure

• use of control measures

3. Issue Personal Protective Equipment

• gloves, goggles, overalls, masks, etc.

• change work methods to remove the operation



COSHH Assessment & 

Manufacturers Data Sheets



COSHH - Action Checklist

 List all your substances

 Edit out those obviously not hazardous

 Liase with other using the same substances

 Co-ordinate to avoid duplication

 Obtain a data sheet from the supplier

 Assess the way it is used

Before Starting the COSHH Assessment, you will need to:

Once completed, the COSHH Assessment MUST be 
communicated to staff



COSHH Assessment



COSHH Assessment



COSHH Assessment



Until the assessment is signed by the assessor and line manager, 
the document is only a draft document and not legally compliant.

COSHH Assessment



Material Safety Data Sheet

Normal Contents

• Substance Identification

• Composition

• First aid

• Fire Issues

• Accidental release



Material Safety Data Sheet

Normal Contents

• Handling

• Storage

• Exposure Controls

• Chemical Properties

• Stability

• Toxicology



Normal Contents

• Ecological information

• Disposal requirements

• Transport information

• Regulatory information

Material Safety Data Sheet



Summary

 It is all too easy to ignore a hazard because it often 
takes time for any serious condition to develop.

 Container safety labels and Material Safety Data 
Sheets are there to inform you of the precautions to  
take. 

 Make sure that you understand and carry out these 
precautions. 



Any Questions


